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Rabbi’s News ‘n Views: 
 

   This past weekend was a very challenging time for the Jewish 

People. While going on their annual visit to Meron in Israel on Lag 

Ba Omer, 45 men and children lost their lives and many more were 

injured. It was the largest non-wartime tragedy that Israel has ever 

faced. How did the people of Israel respond? Immediately a day of 

mourning was called for last Sunday with a moment of silence and 

flags lowered to half-mast. Prayers were said around the world, and 

we also had a special Service last Sunday evening followed the 

guidance of the Chief Rabbi.  

   This week has also been a trying week for Netanyahu and the Israeli 

Government. Netanyahu lost his mandate to form a  Government and 

Israel is still left without a leading party in the Knesset. Please G-d 

they should be guided to form a Government that will lead the country 

in a good and peaceful direction.  

   The contrast between these 2 events this week is remarkable and 

was similarly pointed out by a leading Israeli Rabbi. We know that 

Jews can argue! It isn't surprising that it is difficult to create a unified 

party to lead the Knesset. There are so many points of disagreement 

and compromise often doesn't seem possible. Nevertheless when it 

comes to feeling the pain of each everyone comes together in full 

force. The day of mourning on Sunday was respected all around 

Israel no matter what denomination/affiliation one may be. This is a 

trait that Jewish People possess. We are proud to be descendants of 

Avraham our forefather, who was known for his extreme compassion. 

A Jew feels the pain of others. Not only the pain of other Jews, but 

even the suffering of gentiles as well. We know this by Israel's 

response to disaster in any country around the globe. This is how 

Avraham was. When he heard that G-d was planning to destroy the 

cities of Sodom and Amora because of their evil ways, he didn't 

ignore it and let it be. He begged G-d to have mercy upon them and 

not to destroy them even though he strongly disagreed with their 

entire approach to life. 

   The challenge is to continue feeling that love and connection to 

each other even without challenges. It is extremely difficult but the 

reward is enormous. Our Sages teach us that we only merited to 

receive the Torah once there was peace and unity amongst us. When 

we come together we can truly achieve amazing things.  

   Another time that we came together was in 1967 when Israel was 

threatened with total annihilation. Jews around the world did 

whatever they could to support the IDF fight to defend our Holy 

Land. What was the result? We were blessed to not only save Israel 

but even to conquer Jerusalem and have Jerusalem under our control 

for the first time in almost 2000 years. 

   Next week Sunday night and Monday is Yom Yerushalayim, the day 

that Jerusalem became ours. We thank Hashem for His kindness to 

our Nation that Jerusalem was delivered into our hands again. 

   Please G-d we should always feel the pain of another and be there 

for each other. May the love and compassion that we show to each 

other in times of challenges, also be expressed in happy times as well. 

May Hashem send blessing and peace to Israel and to the entire 

Jewish Nation with the return of His Presence to Jerusalem soon, and 

the redemption of His people from our exile speedily in our days! 

 

Shabbat Shalom to everyone! 
 

Parasha  Behar Bechukotai 
 

English Date:  7 / 8  May  2021 
Hebrew date:  26 Iyar  5781 
 

 

Davening Times 
Erev Shabbat : 
Candle Lighting: latest time 5:42pm 
Mincha 5:45pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat followed by Ma’ariv 6:05pm 
 

Shabbat: 
Covid-19 Screening from 8:15am 
Shacharit 8:30am 
 

Seudah Shlishit at home before                     5:58pm 
Mincha on Shabbat afternoon                      5:30pm 
       followed by a shiur 
Ma’ariv 6:34pm 
Shabbat ends 6:34pm 
Havdalah at home after 6:34pm 
 

Weekday Schedule for this week: 
Shacharit: 
Sun 8:00am 
Mon & Thu 6:30am 
Tue  & Fri 6:45am 
Wed (Rosh Chodesh)                       6:15am 
 

Mincha followed by Ma’ariv: 
Sun – Thu                                                             5:45pm 
 
 

N.B.  Shacharit and Mincha are also available on 
zoom. The zoom link for Shacharit & Mincha/Ma’ariv  is  
ID 3961850316 - Password 277353 

 

Security teams on duty this Shabbat: 
Friday:   Rael Aginsky T/L, Myron Friedland, 

Grant Norrie 
 

Saturday:   Gary Shorkend T/L, Michael Fox, Martin 
Robinson, Michael Friedman 
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Parasha Summary:  Behar Bechukotai 
Behar begins with the laws of Shemitah, the Sabbatical year, where the Jewish people are commanded not to plant their fields or tend to 

them in the seventh year. Every 50th year is the Yovel (Jubilee year) when agricultural activity is also proscribed. 

These two commandments fall into one of the seven categories of evidence that God gave the Torah. If the idea is to give the land a rest, 

then do not plant one-seventh of the land each year. To command an agrarian society to completely stop cultivating every seventh year 

one has to be either God or a meshugenah (crazy). 

Also included in this portion: redeeming land that was sold, to strengthen your fellow Jew when his economic means are faltering, not to 

lend to your fellow Jew with interest, and the laws of indentured servants. The portion ends with the admonition to not make idols, to 

observe the Shabbat, and to revere the Sanctuary. 

The second portion for this week, Bechukotai, begins with the multitude of blessings you will receive for keeping the commandments of the 

Torah (truly worth reading!). It also contains the tochachah, words of admonition: “If you will not listen to Me and will not perform all of 

these commandments…” There are seven series of seven punishments each. Understand that God does not punish for punishment's sake; 

He wants to get our attention so that we will introspect, recognize our errors, and correct our ways. God does not wish to destroy us or 

annul His covenant with us. He wants us to know that there are consequences for our every action. He also wants to get our attention so 

that we do not stray so far away that we assimilate and disappear as a nation. I highly recommend reading Leviticus 26:14 - 

45 and Deuteronomy 28. 
 

The Haftorah of Bechukotai will be read by Jarred Zolty 

Upcoming Chag to diarise: 
• Shavuoth commences on Sunday night 16 May and ends on Tuesday night 18 May 2021.  

There will be Torah learning, shiurim at Shul on 1st night Shavuot till 10.30pm. There will be a security team on 

duty. More details will be announced in the coming week. 
, 

Please Note:  

• For Shul or admin matters, please contact Janine Fox

 on 082 491 9176 or office@milnertonshul.co.za 
 

• For account queries, please contact Melanie Osrin  
  on 083 703 0192 or accounts@milnertonshul.co.za.   

Should you not have access to internet banking or 

are unable to deposit at a bank, please contact 

Melanie to make arrangements to pay in cash. 
 

• Rabbi Bernstein is contactable on 083 779 8127 or 

  rabbi@milnertonshul.co.za 

 

Speedy recovery to: 
• Marion Mann 

• Jody Rosslee 

 

Condolences to: 
• Lynn Leslie, Lianne Leslie, Candice Liffmann, 

Jonathan Leslie & their entire family on the 

passing of their beloved husband,                          

father, father-in-law and grandfather, Peter. 

Happy birthday to:  
 

Saturday 8 May  – Adam Osrin, Jody Rosslee, Binyamin 

Shulman 

Sunday 9 May  – Karyn Elias, Lauren Glezer   

Wednesday 12 May -  Tamara Blaser, Jared Daitsh, 

Lynn Leslie , Ros Lurie, Sarah-Lillian Munday 

Thursday 13 May – Cheryl Bernstein, Dean Reich, Jake 

Reich, Gavin Shulman 

Friday 14 May  - Stuart Norrie, Lynette Shapiro 

 

Long Life to: 
 

Saturday 8 May  –  Jerome Geben (grandfather), Freda 

Jacobs (sister), Melanie Osrin (grandfather) 

Sunday 9 May  –  Henry Franklin (father), David Miller 

(grandfather) 

Monday 10 May  –  Ian Daitsh (aunt), Maurice Kessler 

(brother-in-law), Phillipp Sher  (brother-in-law) 

Tuesday 11 May  - Charlotte Berson (father-in-law), 

Shelly Furman (cousin) 

Wednesday 12 May -  Geoffrey Beder (mother), Lucy 

Woolf (uncle) 

Friday 14 May  - Cheryl Radowsky (father), Neil Roup 

(mother) 
 

Remember Yahrzeits start the night before. 

 

Upcoming events this week: 
• Tehillim on Monday from 6:00pm – 6:45pm.  We have a WhatsApp Tehillim Group.  If you would like to  

 join us, please contact Vonny Bernstein on 083 557 1110. 

• Special Shavuoth shiur for the Community on Wednesday 12 May at 8:30pm via Zoom.   

 Topic: ‘The Living Torah’.  Zoom Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3961850316 - Password 277353 
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